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On “Milarepa” Written by Eric-Emmanuel Schmitt,
a Contemporary French Writer

Zeyong
(School of Literature, Sichuan Normal University, Chengdu, Sichuan 637002)

Abstract: This article tries to articulate about Milarepa written by French writer Eric-Emmanuel Schmitt
in 1997. As a “récit”, it conforms to the reception history of Milarepa, a Tibetan great saint, in France in
the 20th century, but Eric-Emmanuel Schmitt didn’t portray Milarepa as the traditional description of the
saint, he created a new one instead. From the perspective of narratology, it can be found that there are no-
ticeable cross-culture characteristics in his work. The author started his writing by picking out “hatred”
from the story of Milarepa and combined it with the “dream” of a French man named Simon, and then con-
tinued his story with a strange woman, which is a typical narration of western writers. However, it is Bud-
dhist samsara that pushes the work forward. By interleaving of intra and outer level of narration the work
illustrates the progress of Simon’s spiritual enlightenment and creates a totally new “Milarepa”

Key words: Eric-Emmanuel Schmitt; Milarepa’s spiritual enlightenment; cross-culture
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A Preliminary Study on the Tibetan Oral Literature "The Tales of Sparrow" and
Targur (thal-vgyur) Debate Mode
GAI Ma—ben

(Institute of Logic and Cognition, Sun Yat-sen University, Guangzhou, Guangdong 510000)

Abstract: By the time of King Lha Totori Nyantsan (Iha-tho-tho-ri-gnyan-btsan) the former kings of the Tu-
bo Kingdom relied on "drum™ (fables), "Dewu" (logical reasoning) and "Bon" (the primitive Bon religion)
to govern their kingdom. "The Tales of Sparrow" is taken as the case of "drum™ in the "The Feast of Sages"
(mkas- pavi-dgav-ston). Targur (thal-vgyur) Debate Mode is an important symbol of the Tibetan debate
modes. In the course of the debate with Targur Mode, one side takes its opposing side’s accepted argu-
ment to against, which differentiates the Tibetan method of acquiring knowledge with Ancient Indian, Han
’s and Japanese classical logic. However, the debates between an eagle and a goose in "The Tales of Spar-
row" did not follow the rules of Targur Debate Mode. The conclusion of the study is: (1) "The Tales of
Sparrow" is a literary work which reflects the major historical events in the Tudo’ time, such as the trials
of the strength of the royal and the Bon Religion, of the Buddhism and the Bon Religion; (2) "The Scrip-
ture of Sparrow" is a written version of “The Tales of Sparrow", a oral Tibetan literary work of the Tubo’s
time; Therefore, the argument mode applied in "The Scripture of Sparrow" is not consistent with the one
the modern monasteries adopted.

Key words: “The Tales of Sparrow"; "The Scripture of Sparrow"; Targur (thal-vgyur) Debate Mode; Hetu-
vidya (logic) debate
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